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Introduction

Japanese Geoparks Network (JGN), co-organizer of this course

Secretariat of JGN : secretariat of JGC (Japan Geopark Committee)

since 2015

Relationship with Japanese National Commission for UNESCO

as secretariat of JGC, 

as coordinator of  9 UNESCO Global Geoparks in Japan

Myself: 

Vice Secretary General, JGN

Secretariat, JGC

Special adviser, Muroto UNESCO Global Geopark



History of Geoparks in Japan 

2007 Japanese Geopark Liaison Council (13 Regions)

2008.5 JGC Japan Geopark Committee) was established

2008. 12 7 National Geoparks were designated by JGC

2009. 5 JGN (Japanese Geoparks Network) was established

2009. 8    3 Geoparks were newly designated as members of 

the GGN (Global Geoparks Network)

2010. 8 The 1st JGN National Conference was held in Itoigawa

2015.11      8 Global Geopark became UNESCO Global Geoparks

2016.1        Japanese National Commission for UNESCO formally 

recognized JGC as National Geopark Committee



Japanese Geoparks Network

Å9 UNESCO Global Geoparks, 34 National 

Geoparks & 18 aspiring sites

ÅInvolves 12% of the 

municipalities in Japan

ÅNetwork lead by local 

bodies

ÅStrong networking





Quality Improvement

JGN National Conference

Over 1,000 people participate 

in the Conference every year.



Quality Improvement

JGN National 

Training Workshop



Geopark Magazine
Investigation



Importance of Networking

ÅSharing experience and information help us to 

go forward and continue the activity

ÅSharing good practice and failure experience 

ÅSupporting each other to make things possible

ÅOne example: International Collaboration WG
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